
 

 

Dear Reader, 
 
Earlier this month, Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow, predicting six more weeks of 
winter. Brrr! While this celebrity groundhog has security personnel watching over him, 
our pets rely on us to keep them safe. This month we offer tips to protect your cats 
and dogs from wild animals; and a guest columnist recounts her untamed beginnings 
in the hopes that we humans might come to have a better understanding of and 
empathy for feral felines. 
 
February 24th is World Spay/Neuter Day, raising awareness that sterilizing pets 
ensures that they live happy and healthy lives. You can help KAR with the cost of 
spay/neuter surgeries by looking for our Valentines at participating locations and at 
adoption events throughout February. For just a dollar donation you will get a tasty 
treat for your furry friend and help our rescued cats and dogs too! 
 
Danielle Wallis    Lynn Bolhuis 
Marketing Coordinator   KAR Friends Editor 
 
P.S. A friendly reminder to dog owners in Kalamazoo County: you have until March 

1st to renew or obtain a license for your canine pal. For more information, 
contact Kalamazoo County Animal Services & Enforcement at 269.383.8775. 

 

By Lynn Bolhuis 

 
Michigan is home to plethora of wildlife to challenge the 
hunter, entertain the bird watcher and delight animal 
lovers of all ages. On occasion, wild animals such as 
coyotes, raccoons, possums, porcupines, skunks and 
snakes will cross paths with humans. Some of these 
animals are a danger to domestic pets, and the ingrained 
prey drive our canine and feline companions possess 
may get them into trouble as well. 
 
Here are some Dos and Don’ts for making sure that wildlife encounters do not cause 
harm to your beloved cat or dog when they are at home or enjoying the great 
outdoors with you. 
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Keep Pets In and Wildlife Out 

1. Do have a fenced-in yard or enclosed dog run to keep pets in and potentially 
harmful critters out. This is important if your dog or cat is left outside unsupervised 
for any length of time, and especially if wildlife is prevalent where you live. 
However, some animals like raccoons and possums can climb fences, while 
coyotes are able to jump fences or dig under them. Installing rollers along the top 
of the fence or barbed wire along the bottom can deter coyotes if they are a 
problem in your area. 

2. Do check the perimeter of your property to make sure wildlife cannot get in. It 
doesn’t take much of a hole for a woodchuck or skunk to slip through a fence. If 
your dog has a strong prey drive, you won’t enjoy tending to him after he’s been 
sprayed by a skunk—I speak from experience on this one. 

3. Do make sure there are no places for wildlife to hide or take up residence, such 
as below a deck, beneath stairs or under a shed. 

4. Do utilize outdoor lighting, which can help to ward off critters at night, and 
illuminate your pet while they are outside. 

5. Do supervise your pets when they are outdoors at night. 
6. Do close your pet door in the evening to thwart unwanted critters like raccoons, 

foxes or stray cats from getting into your home. 
7. Don’t leave odor and food attractors around. Pick up pet waste and put garbage 

in cans that cannot be opened or tipped over. Don’t leave pet food outside and, if 
you have fruit trees, pick up any fruit that falls in the yard as this can also attract 
critters. 

 
To illustrate this importance, take the story of a male Dachshund I fostered a few 
years ago. His previous owners had let him outside for a potty break and their yard 
was not fenced.  No one supervised this nightly activity since he did not wander away 
from home. However, the little guy was attacked by a coyote in a Portage 
neighborhood. The dog had open wounds across his back and was lucky to be alive. 
While he was treated and did recover, he became leery of large dogs. 
 

Keep Pets Safe While Enjoying the Outdoors 

1. Don’t let your dog get too far ahead of you or out of eyesight when hiking. It is 
best to keep them on a long lead to prevent them from chasing after any wildlife 
they might see or smell. 

2. Do be careful that your dog is not lured away by a wily coyote. These predators 
are cunning and are known to go after cats and dogs of all sizes. 

3. Do your best to scare off a coyote by yelling and waving your arms. Do not turn 
your back on them. 

4. Do look up occasionally to admire the scenery as well as check for birds of prey. 
Raptors have been known to attack cats and small dogs, especially toy breeds. 
One night while taking my dogs out for their bedtime potty break, I saw a large 
owl perched in a tree in our Kalamazoo Township neighborhood. 

 

A Wildlife Encounter 

In the event your beloved pet has an encounter with a wild animal: 
 
1. Do examine your cat or dog to determine the extent of their injuries. 
2. Do have a pet first aid kit available. 
3. Do keep your pet’s vaccinations up to date, especially rabies. 
4. Do seek veterinary help if your dog or cat has a puncture wound, even if it does 

not appear to be that severe.  It is important to minimize the risk of infection. 
 
I have personally experienced the frightening moment of a wildlife encounter. Many 
years ago my dog, Mariah, and I returned home after a week-long trip. She went 
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outside to potty in our small fenced-in yard. A few moments later I heard her yelp and 
looked out the kitchen window to see a raccoon scrambling up the fence. I let Mariah 
in and tended to her bloody face before heading off to the vet. The raccoon had been 
hiding beneath the deck and bit her right across the top of the snout. Fortunately, she 
was current on her rabies vaccination. I later found out from neighbors that the 
raccoon had been hanging around and was going inside their home via the pet door 
to get food and water. I took further precautions by installing fencing around the base 
of the deck and by closing my pet door at night to keep the raccoon out. 
 
Additional Resources 

 Protect your dog from wild animals  

 Treating a pet if they are bitten  
 

Adoptable Cats with Special Needs 

By Kara Harmsen 

 
KAR has some fabulous felines looking for forever homes. All animals are special to 
us, but Chatterley and Wilbur are extra special because they are pawdicapped. Pets 
with special needs may require a little more TLC and patience, but they can still 
provide companionship and unconditional love. Perhaps you can provide a loving 
home to one of these handi-capable pets. 
 
Chatterley 
Female, 1 year old, Gray/White Tabby Mix 
 
Are you looking for a feline that’s not only an active listener but 
also a storyteller? Then Chatterley is the cat for you! She adores 
humans and loves to interact with them. This kitty is a 
knockout—just ask her and she’ll agree! Chatterley is special 
needs because she has chronic constipation and needs canned, 
low residue food and medicine twice a day. The meds are mixed 
into her food. Her beautiful, expressive face and great purr are 
sure to win you over! 
 
Wilbur 
Male, 2 years old, Orange Tabby Mix 
 
Wilbur is a handsome, friendly chap with engaging eyes that 
match his ginger-colored fur. He loves to play and will bat a ball 
around hoping you will roll it back. He will even purr if he notices 
you looking his way. Wilbur is special needs because he has the 
Feline Immunodeficiency Virus. He will need to be fed good 
quality cat food to help boost his immune system. While FIV is 
not contagious to humans, it is probably best that Wilbur be the 
only cat in his forever home. 
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Happy Tail ~ Chewy 

By Karren Jensen 
 
Chewy is a little guy with a big heart and lots of love to give to 
anybody who will allow him to show his affectionate nature. 
At about 14 pounds fully grown, Chewy is exactly the right 
size to curl up for a cuddle in a friendly lap, which he loves to 
do. Somehow Chewy found himself as a homeless waif at 
Animal Services but he soon won over all of the shelter’s 
caregivers with his loving personality and ability to make 
friends. In fact, Chewy’s motto when meeting somebody is 
“you’re a new friend!” Chewy’s adorable face and sweet personality made him a 
favorite at Animal Services where they tried hard to find a chance for Chewy to be 
rescued. That was when Kalamazoo Animal Rescue came into the picture and Chewy 
went to his foster home with Dusty and again won the heart of anybody who met him. 
 
Not long after he became a KAR foster dog, Chewy was adopted by Julie and her 
daughter, Rachel. Although the resident kitty isn’t so sure about having a small canine 
brother in the house, the two have found common ground in their disdain of the fat 
squirrels outside and are getting to be buddies. The ladies of the house gave Chewy 

an enthusiastic welcome and lots of attention. He 
responded with a big doggy grin and a happy sigh 
as he settled into playing with his new toys (the 
sock monkey is his current favorite) and 
snuggling with the new loves of his life. According 
to Julie, “He’s doing extremely well, he’s very 
smart and even the instructor at his training 
classes is impressed with how quickly he picks up 
the lessons.” 
 
Just looking at this delighted little dog with the 
expressive brown eyes and lovely golden brown 
coat will put a smile on anybody’s face. 
Happiness is guaranteed when you invite a furry 
buddy into your life and make his dreams of a 
family to love come true. 

 

Feral Felines 

By Daffodil Bourner 
 
Dear Feline Friendly Folks, 
 
Feral felines frequently remain so for a lifetime. As a 
reformed wild child, I have some insights to share into the 
life. With much care, my adoptive mom spent hours, weeks, 
and months taming my sister and me. Usually, this is not 
recommended, and the greatest gift to give an untamed cat is 
TNR: Trap, Neuter and Return. Please keep reading to learn 
about your options as a caregiver. 
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Wild or Not 

Not all outdoor living cats are feral. Some have been well loved and lived in homes. 
These cats often find it most difficult to transition to life outside. A truly feral cat has no 
trust in humans. As a tamed cat, who was once acutely feral, I understand that it is 
very difficult to learn that humans are not out to harm us, even if they provide food, 
shelter, and much needed medical care (tame or wild, the vet is not a pleasure for 
felines). 
 

Feral Cats 

This is what my mom read on the ASPCA website, and what I know from being a feral 
cat for my first few months of life: “Feral cats must endure weather extremes such as 
cold and snow, heat and rain. They also face starvation, infection and attacks by other 
animals. Unfortunately, almost half of the kittens born outdoors die from disease, 
exposure or parasites before their first year. Feral cats also face eradication by 
humans.” 
 
Not all feral cats should be made into house cats. For some, it is their way of life and 
it should be respected. This doesn’t mean neglected, but that care from a distance is 
best. There are things you can do to make this life easier, such as sterilization, 
shelter, and sustenance. TNR, which stands for Trap, Neuter and Return, is a great 
gift to give to any feral cat because it allows them to only care for one mouth to feed 
and reduce health risks. This is a good thing for all, because I certainly don’t care for 
random cats to wander by my window disrupting my sunbathing. 
 

TNR 

How can you help? To quote Alley Cat, TNR means that “cats are spayed or 
neutered, vaccinated, and ear tipped (the universal symbol of a neutered and 
vaccinated cat), and then returned to their outdoor home.” How can you do this? 
Using a live trap, preferably one with a back door and containing food and water, set it 
out to capture a kitty in need. Don’t allow the feral to be in the trap too long, but also 
ensure they don’t eat or drink within 12 hours of the surgery. In Kalamazoo County, 
the Kalamazoo Humane Society sponsors TNR spay/neuter days where you can 
check a feral cat in early in the morning for surgery and bring them home later the 
same day. 
 
Candy, a cat foster volunteer for KAR says, “Aftercare is key. We use a large dog 
crate and put the traps inside closed. After we get the litter box and food in and 
secured with clamps, we lock the crate door and use a stick to open the back door of 
the trap, and put the stick through the sides of the trap so it is raised and the cat can 
get out to use the litter box and to eat. Never open the dog crate door without the cat 
back in the trap and the trap door down. Feral cats are fast and can be dangerous. 
After the cats have healed, four to seven days for females and two to four days for 
males, we take them back and release them where we got them.” 
 

Barn Cats 

Candy goes on to say, “We do our homework first to make sure the cats have a 
feeding source and water to sustain them. We do try to relocate some to barn homes, 
if possible. Key to this is setting up a crate in the barn and housing the cats there for 
two weeks so they get familiar with the space. This can be very time consuming and 
so I have personally switched to only working with people who can do most of the 
work, including transporting and feeding.” The rescue my mom volunteers with (KAR) 
has a Barn Cat program. Check out their Barn Homes Wanted flyer and if you can 
offer your barn to cats in need, please contact them. 
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To Tame 

If you have the time and patience, it is 
possible to tame a feral cat—the younger, the 
better. A compassionate, semi-retired farmer 
(they never actually retire) believed my sister 
and I were far too pretty to endure barn life 
when he found us at about three-months old. 
The farmer’s daughter was determined to be 
our adoptive mother and called a lot of 
veterinarians about how to help teach us to 
trust humans, even though our birth mom had put a solid fear of them into us. The 
answer: Withhold food unless the human is present, but not longer than 48 hours. The 
farmer’s daughter couldn’t bear to go that long, so she made sure we had food every 
24 hours. 
 
We were quarantined in a room in the old dairy barn where they spent time with us 
every day trying to make us comfortable with them. It didn’t work. However, after a 
couple of months, we trapped ourselves unwittingly in a live trap. We were then 
brought into the house where the food deprivation began. I’m here to tell you that it 
worked. It took another month, but after starting with the food just under the bed 
where we hid and only had access while she was present (unless we hadn’t eaten in 
24 hours, then she took pity on us), she was able to draw us out and eventually used 
the same trick to get us to enjoying petting. 
 
I’ll never be a lap cat, but I will sit on the arm of her chair or by her side on the couch, 
and I gladly cuddle up under the blankets each night. She allows me to be who I am, 
and in turn I haven’t bitten her since she trapped me a second time to be spayed. I 
haven’t hid under the bed in many years, and I often meet her at the door when she 
comes home from work. Now that I am 16.5 years old, I will even allow my 
roommates to pet me when I’m on the floor and they are standing up (man, is that 
scary). 
 
As good as my life is now; I know being tamed isn’t for every kitty. When you run 
across a cat that might be feral, please do what is best for that cat. My birth mother 
remained feral and was content in that lifestyle, even though it was short. If you are 
unsure of what to do, here are some great resources to consult: 
 

 How to care for a Feral Cat? 

 What is a Feral Cat? 

 Feral Cat Facts 

 Feral Cat FAQs 
 

Sign Up for an eScrip Community Card 

 
If you shop at Harding’s Friendly Markets, with pet-
friendly merchants, or dine at participating 
restaurants anywhere across the country, you can 
earn cash for KAR. The eScrip program makes 
contributions to a group you designate, like 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue, at no cost to you! 
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Connect With KAR 
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Participation is easy… 

1. Pick up a personal eScrip Community Card at any Harding’s store or email KAR 
and we will send a card to you. 

2. Register the card by calling 1.800.931.6258 or activate the card online  
3. During registration, select Kalamazoo Animal Rescue as a charity you want to 

support. 
4. If you already have an eScrip Card, you can add KAR to the charities you 

support. 
5. Register your grocery, retail and drug store loyalty cards as well as credit and 

debit cards with eScrip to earn even more money for your favorite charities. 
 
When you go shopping… 

1. Shop using your registered credit or debit cards at any participating eScrip 
merchant or at the eScrip Mall including pet stores like Petco and PetSmart. 

2. Dine at participating eScrip locations.  
3. Show your eScrip card to the cashier during checkout. 
 
Participating merchants make a donation to KAR based on everyone’s purchases and 
they send a donation check to the rescue four times a year. In 2014, Kalamazoo 
Animal Rescue 
received $1,551. 
Contributions from 
the eScrip program 
have fluctuated the 
past couple of years 
as you can see from 
the chart. 
 
Your participation 
can help KAR rescue 
and care for even 
more cats and dogs 
in 2015! 
 

 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and 
abandoned cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding 
communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of 
rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent, 
committed and life-long homes. 

Visit our website for more KAR information! 
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