
 

 

Dear Reader, 
 
KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and abandoned dogs and 
cats. On occasion, this can mean taking back a pet that was once in KAR. Our feature 
story tells the tale of Romeo and Juliet, two cats that were returned to the rescue. 
 
Also this month, we shine the spotlight on two adoptable pets looking for forever 
homes: Belle and Pixel. We shed some understanding about why dogs hoard, and 
share Baby’s happy ever after story. 
 
There is something for everyone! If a particular topic piques your interest, please feel 
free to share this issue with others. 
 
 
Danielle Wallis   Lynn Bolhuis 
Marketing Coordinator  KAR Friends Editor 
 
P.S. KAR’s Special Spring Edition newsletter is here! Read about what makes our 

rescue special, how you can shop and help our rescued pets at no additional 
cost to you, happy tails, and much more. 

 

 

Romeo and Juliet 

By Kathy Michinock 

 
Romeo and Juliet were born 
in a tree line near our home. 
My husband and I played 
with the little black kittens 
even though some were 
fearful of us and stayed away. At the time, we had never heard of animal rescue and 
feral felines. Within a year or two, the feral colony began to expand—the kittens grew 
into cats and had more kittens. By this time, we had educated ourselves on animal 
rescue and began trapping the felines in order to have them spayed and neutered. 
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We joined Kalamazoo Animal Rescue as foster volunteers and took in two of the 
original black kittens we had played with earlier.  
 
We named the cats Romeo and Juliet. Romeo was very friendly and became my first 
foster feline love. He brought me a dead mouse on Easter as a token of his devotion. 
His sister, Juliet, was the shy and timid one, but she eventually came around. It took a 
while for Romeo and Juliet to get adopted, but they found the perfect home in 2002. 
The adopter was an older, solitary lady who loved the two cats with all her heart. We 
kept in touch and since she didn’t drive, we helped her by picking up cat food and kitty 
litter, and by taking the cats to the vet when needed. Romeo and Juliet had the best 
life and were loved very deeply.  
 

Heartbreak 
 
Sadly, in December 2014, the wonderful adopter passed away. She and the cats 
were all alone and her passing went unnoticed for nearly a week. The police did not 
have any problems catching Romeo as he went right to them. They took Romeo to 
Kalamazoo County Animal Services and they contacted me to foster him once again. 
But, what had become of Juliet? 
 

Hope 
 
Someone arrived to start cleaning the adopter’s apartment. Another week goes by 
and, lo and behold, they espy Juliet—terrified and hiding behind a picture on the floor 
of a tiny closet. They set a live trap and notified us so that we could check the trap the 
following evening, Christmas Eve. My husband and I went to the apartment. It was 
dark so I used my cell phone for light. Juliet tripped the live trap but she was not 
inside. We found her hiding in the tiny closet. She’s terrified and puts up a fight to 
avoid being placed in the cat carrier. We were determined that she not be left alone 
any longer and might prevailed. Juliet had been without a human caretaker, food and 
water for almost two weeks. Romeo and Juliet are safe and it’s a Merry Christmas for 
all. 
 

Here and Now 
 
Over the past few months, Romeo and Jools (as we lovingly call her) have been 
convalescing in our foster home. Unfortunately for Romeo, he has many health issues 
and will remain in KAR for hospice care until he passes over the rainbow bridge. The 
poor boy spent a week in the kitty ER hooked up to IVs and other scary things. He 
wouldn’t eat. His black coat is rough and dull, his whiskers are white, he has 
hyperthyroid problems, is skinny and also deaf. Romeo’s on a couple medications 
and receives special food topped with baby food. Such a treat! He’s still a lover boy 
despite all that he’s been through. 
 
Jools, strangely enough, fared a lot better. She is 
healthy, her coat is shiny and she eats well 
despite not having many teeth. Jools is still timid 
but she is ready for a new home. She would do 
best in a quiet environment and with someone 
who is patient and kind. Jool’s lived a secluded 
life which left her lacking confidence and so she 
frightens easily. She is coming around and we 
see much potential in this senior gal. Jools 
deserves a home that will make her golden years 
bright. Please check out her web page if you would like to learn more about Jools. 
  

KAR Friends May 2015 

© 2015, Kalamazoo Animal Rescue Page 2 

 

 

Our Sponsors 

(click on the ads to visit  
their websites) 

http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=7754&type=c
http://www.campravenwood.com/
http://www.mymichiganforeclosures.com/


 

 

 

By Kara Harmsen 

 
May is the time to honor mothers―two and four legged, fur or no fur. Loving, 
nurturing, protective and attentive―these are but a few of the qualities we admire in 
the mothers we know and love. This month, KAR shines the spotlight on a young, 
feline mom named Pixel who is raising a litter of kittens and a mature canine named 
Belle―a nurturing, well-mannered and wise senior dog with an endearing nanny-type 
personality. 
 

Belle 

Female, 11 years old, Pit Bull Terrier Mix 
 
Sweet Belle is a great companion dog. She is 
gentle and loving towards everyone. Belle displays 
nanny dog tendencies, showing motherly love 
towards the children living in her foster home. Her 
favorite place to sleep is near the four-year old―if 
the child wakes up during the night, Belle wakes 
the grownups so they can tend to her. Although 
she does well with children and loves the kids in 
her foster home, youngsters need to appreciate her mellow demeanor and be dog 
savvy on the proper way to treat older pets. 
 
Belle would love a home that appreciates her senior status and her laid back lifestyle. 
Belle is a low energy dog and does not require daily walks, although she does like to 
get out every once and a while. Maybe your home would be the perfect place for Belle 
to peacefully live out her senior years―a home this sweet and loving girl deserves so 
much. Learn more about Belle here. 
 

Pixel 

Female, 3 years old, Calico Mix 
 
Abandoned, pregnant and without shelter or food, Pixel was left 
to have her kittens under a brush pile in someone’s back yard. 
Thankfully, Pixel was noticed by caring people who contacted 
KAR. The new mom and her week-old babies found refuge in 
one of our loving foster homes.  
 
A devoted mother, Pixel is always purring and chirping to her 
kittens. She is constantly cleaning and nursing them, and is a 
protective mommy―ready to take on the world to protect her 

babies.  She is enjoying a 
quiet, warm and safe life in her foster home but 
soon she will need a warm and safe forever home. 
Pixel is a love bug, ready to cuddle and give kitty 
kisses. This mother has done an awesome job 
caring for her babies and she deserves the good 
life! Read more about Pixel here. 
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http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/pet.php?displaypet=7764


 

 

The Hound that Hoards 

By Kim Bourner  

 
Have you ever seen a Havanese hide their milk bones in 
a couch? A Labrador that piles up the kids toys in the 
yard or puts them in his dog house? A Pug that stores all 
of her toys in the bathroom sink cupboard? A German 
Shepard that kills all of the neighborhood woodchucks 
and buries them around her farm? These are 
descriptions of dogs that hoard. Is it normal? Let’s find 
out. 
 

Is this normal? 
 
Yes. Dogs in the wild often do not know where their next 
meal will come from. After catching a good day’s food, 
the rest is buried and stored for leaner times. Even though today’s domestic dog has 
two squares a day, shelter and affection, the instinct to hide something much desired 
is still in their soul from thousands of years of living in the wild.  
 
Hounds are not the only hoarders or protectors of their next meal―leopards hide the 
remainder of their kill in a tree in order to save it for later. Squirrels hide nuts and corn 
to get through the winter. Some cats will steal jewelry and store it for safe keeping (or 
for dress up parties when their humans leave the house). 
 

Should it be addressed? 
 
Yes. If your dog is mostly indoors and is hiding food, it could spoil or they may 
become food aggressive. Food that has been buried outside could be contaminated 
and make your pooch sick. If your beloved puppy is hiding socks or toys, or guarding 
them, they might become possessive of these items. 
 

How to help? 
 
Here are three tips to help prevent hoarding: 
 

 Sometimes it’s easier to keep the coveted item at bay. Only put a couple of toys 
out at once and bring others out in a rotation. This keeps all toys seemingly new 
and exciting.  

 If food is the issue, keep the dog on a regular feeding schedule and put their dish 
away when the meal is over. Allowing food to be available at all times gives the 
stealthy dog easy access to hide it. 

 When socks are the object of affection, just put them in the dirty laundry hamper 
where they belong.  

 
Here are some additional resources for more information on hoarding behavior. 
 

 Why dogs hoard  

 Hoarding behavior in dogs  

 Hoarding behavior  
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May 23rd and 30th 
June 6th 

 
 

 

 

June 13th 

 
 

Visit the Events page on 
our website for upcoming 

adoption and other special 
events. 

Adoption Events Doggie Den 

http://www.cesarsway.com/dog-behavior/obsessive-dog/Why-Dogs-Hoard
http://www.doghealth.com/inappropriate-behavior/hoarding-behavior-in-dogs
http://woodlandhillsvet.com/2015/02/01/woodland-hills-vet-hoarding-behavior-dogs/
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/events.php


 

 

Happy Tail ~ Baby 

By Karren Jensen 

 
How does a beautiful and loving cat end up homeless? That is 
a question we ask ourselves often at Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue and there are many routes to this sad condition. For a 
dark silver gray lady with expressive green eyes, the history of 
her past life is a mystery. When she was taken in by 
Kalamazoo County Animal Services, Silvia’s adorable and 
engaging personality emerged in a way that got the attention of 
all of the shelter workers. This special lady became a great 
favorite but adult cats, no matter how delightful, are often 
overlooked by potential adopters who only want to look at 
kittens. Silvia had been at Animal Services for a couple of 
months when KAR volunteer Gail came to pick up cats and 
give them a chance at finding a new home. As Gail surveyed the available felines, 
Silvia made eye contact, rather flirtatiously, in an effort to be noticed. Gail responded 
to those pleading and friendly eyes by bringing Silvia into the rescue. 
 
Once in KAR, Silvia again became a great favorite of her caretakers. She always 
greeted the volunteers with a friendly purr and begged for petting from whoever was 
nearby. A sweet and beautiful cat like that couldn’t remain in our care for long and she 
didn’t. Silvia became one of the cats who went to Portage Animal Hospital (PAH) to 
be on display in their waiting room where many potential adopters could visit her. 
Within a few days of Silvia’s arrival at PAH, she caught adopter Kathy’s eye. Kathy 
renamed her “Baby” and reports that she is a cherished part of her family. Precious 
Baby is delighted to be in her new home and she loves to talk to her mom, reminding 
her that playing with the kitty is a very important priority. Baby’s other favorite 
activities include belly rubs, snuggling and having her luxuriant fur brushed to keep 
her in perfect condition. 
 
Baby’s story shows how important it is to give adult animals a second chance. These 
loving pets will repay you over and over with unconditional love and sweet 
companionship. Our partners at Portage Animal Hospital have helped create happy 

endings for many homeless cats like Baby, 
letting adopters meet and fall in love with 
these wonderful furry friends. We at 
Kalamazoo Animal Rescue are thrilled to be 
able to make these connections so that 
deserving pets are able to bless a new 
family with the love they are so happy to 
give. 
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 Volunteer 

 Become a Foster Family 

 Adoptable Dogs 

 Adoptable Cats 

 Adoptable Kittens 

 Special Needs Pets 

 Senior Cat Companions 

 KAR Website 

KAR Links 

Donate Today! 

 Sherri Bush 

 Kelly Corey 

 Pat DeAnda 

 Emily Debler 

 Angie Dock 

 Marie Dock 

 Stacey Ellison 

 Ernest Gardner 

 Kelly Hurd 

 Makayla Inderlied 

 Kyla Johnson 

 Sue Johnson 

 Kathy Lettow 

 Baerbel Mitchell 

 Nichole & Lucas Pineda 

 Kerri Saxman 

 Melissa Shoffner 

 Nikita Smith 

 Tanya Thornber 

 Jade White 

Cat’s Corner 

Welcome New Volunteers 

http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/volunteer.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/foster.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/dogs.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/cats.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/cats.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/specpets.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/scccats.php
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org
http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org/helpus.php


 

 

By Katie Drenth 
 
A special thank you goes out to Kid’s Sports USA/Branch 
Gymnastics for inviting KAR volunteers and foster animals to 
their Animal House Gymnastics Invitational in April. A portion 
of every entrance fee was donated to Kalamazoo Animal 
Rescue and, with extra donations from the wonderful event 
attendees; we were able to raise almost $900 to help our 
dogs and cats. As a special surprise, gymnasts attending the 
meet from Hunt’s Gymnastics Academy collected food, toy and supply donations to 
present to our rescue! Thank you so much for your support and showing our foster 
cats and dogs a great time. 

 
 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue is an all-volunteer, federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization that was founded in 1991 and is funded entirely through 
donations from the public. 

KAR is dedicated to providing refuge to homeless, stray and 
abandoned cats and dogs in Kalamazoo and the surrounding 
communities. 

Our volunteers give their time and energy to the efforts of 
rescuing animals and helping them to find permanent, 
committed and life-long homes. 

Visit our website for more KAR information! 
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Connect With KAR 

About Us 

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue 
P.O. Box 3295 

Kalamazoo, MI 49003 

(269) 226-8570 

Contact Us 

 Lynn Bolhuis, Editor 

 Kim Bourner 

 Andrew Domino 

 Katie Drenth 

 Kara Harmsen 

 Karren Jensen 

 Emily Pizza 

 Kristina Ramsdell 

 Anna Versalle 

 Maria Violante 

 Danielle Wallis 
 

Email us with any 

Newsletter Team 

Special Thanks 

http://www.kalamazooanimalrescue.org
https://www.facebook.com/KalamazooAnimalRescue
http://karfosteranimals.blogspot.com/
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001tWHBC2Uj9uEl47i1nG20cqnLEeGr_qG2My9K0DaKK-_qWJWlZQ1TGhsa78mWnZ8-QLPiRPQbg0PypQ520ZATmUxWDdbanoDQbjcpIyb0Org%3D
mailto:newsletter@kalamazooanimalrescue.org?subject=KAR%20Friends%20comments%20or%20suggestions

